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Statement of intent

Through our English curriculum we aim to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.
We have a rigorous and well organised English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014 to enable all children to: read easily, fluently and with good understanding; develop the habit of reading widely and often for both pleasure and information; acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language; write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences; use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas; are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

These aims are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. We will provide the means for children to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. Rigorous assessment and review will ensure that we are able to provide targeted support so that all children experience success in literacy; we believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society


NORMS (Culture)
HIGH QUALITY OUTCOMES FOR ALL (from Day 1)/ - SUBJECTS ARE A CULTURE
Well-presented work becomes embedded and pupils take genuine pride in their work.  Fantastic examples are shared throughout the school to motivate and inspire.   Poetry and drama are seen as an integral part of writing.  Sharing stories, poems, rhymes and non-fiction forms the foundation of children’s language comprehension and application.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]LEADERSHIP
Pupils support each other to critique and improve their writing.  Clear, repetitive modelling by teachers of what is required and adaptations to learning
to enable the less confident to fully participate.  Sharing good practise across the school.  Opportunities for adults to see English being taught in other classrooms.  Development of a knowledge-based curriculum.  Opportunities are developed for pupils to write for purposes outside of school, for example writing competitions.
RESILIENCE
· Pupils are not afraid to make mistakes in their writing and are both comfortable and confident in improving their own work based on feedback
· Pupils understand how to suggest improvements to others and equally, how to take that feedback on board and use it to improve
· Pupils will practice, practice and practice again key elements, such as punctuation, to over learn and develop automaticity 

EXCELLENCE
In Writing
· A robust re-designed curriculum based on knowledge rather than outcomes
· Knowledge is acquired through small steps with pupils given time to practise and develop fluency in their writing
· Crucial content is identified, emphasised and repeated
· Clear links between phonics and spelling application
· Spelling and letter formation are key in lower school to enable pupils to develop fluency in writing
· Engaging stimuli are provided to enthuse pupils in writing and clear links are made between reading material, acquisition of knowledge and the ability to apply their knowledge in their writing
· Pupils have opportunities to watch live performances to both inform their writing and expose them to the ways literature can be adapted

AMBITION
· All pupils take pride in their written work and presentation
· Pupils are happy to share/present their work with/to others
· All children, regardless of ability, access all English lessons
· Pupils apply their increasingly broad vocabulary to great effect in their writing
· Breadth and Depth of curriculum prepares all pupils for next steps in their learning journey and early insights into their careers. 
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